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 English III 
American Literature 
 Fall 2013 Syllabus ♦ Mr. Holland ♦ M12 ♦ jarret.holland@gcssk12.net
Co-teacher ♦ Mrs. Gruhn ♦ CTAE ROOM #15 ♦ kendall.gruhn@gcssk12.net
___________________________________________________________________
Course Description: this course, taken during the 10th or 11th grade year, provides a chronological overview of the literature of the United States from the early Colonial period to the present.  The student will read, analyze, reflect on, and respond to a variety of genres—novels, plays, poetry, short stories, and nonfiction— by American authors, developing his or her reading comprehension, writing skills, vocabulary development, and research skills based on these readings.  The student will also be expected to practice organizational skills, to come to class prepared, and to take responsibility for his or her own work, participating in class discussions on a daily basis.  Please note that grammar, usage, and punctuation skills are an important part of this course. Additionally, since this is an EOCT class, as well as a class preparing students for the Georgia High School Writing Test, students will learn, practice, and reinforce skills necessary for success on those tests—primarily through the reading, writing, and discussion. 
Standards: We will follow the Common Core standards for 11-12 Language Arts (CCGPS) for this course. These standards are available on my teacher website at www.hollandenglish.weebly.com 
Textbooks: Elements of Literature: Fifth Course. Austin: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 2011. A variety of supplemental novels and readings will also be used throughout the semester.  

 
Grading: Grading Policy:

Formative (homework, quizzes, and minor grades)  

35%

Summative (tests, projects, essays, and presentations)

45%

End of Course Test (state exam for English 1)

20%

Plagiarism Statement: plagiarism is the use of exact words, whole passages, whole papers, or ANY ideas that are not originally your own without giving credit to the original source.  Even if you reword, omit, or change a few words, it is still plagiarism. Plagiarism is a form of CHEATING. ANY form of cheating in this class will result in a zero on the assignment and an administrative referral.

 

Supplies Needed: for this class you will need a three-ring binder with dividers, a composition book, paper, pens, pencils, and any texts which have been issued. It is strongly recommended that you bring a portable storage device with you on the days we meet in the computer lab.  

Starter Activities: each day you will complete some type of language analysis or writing activity that will serve as your starter activity. You should not expect to be prompted to begin work on this task. The directions will be posted on the board as you enter, and you should begin work immediately when the bell rings.
 

Literary Response Journal: each student should have a separate spiral notebook, journal, or binder for literary responses. You will have a different selection of topics and requirements for each unit, but all will force you to think critically about what you are reading and will encourage you to make connections between the literature and your own life. Your literary response journal may serve both formative and summative assessment purposes. 
 

Attendance/Make-up Work:  The complete policies appear in the student handbook; these policies will be strictly enforced.  After any absence, you have TWO days to make arrangements with me regarding your make-up work.  We will be documenting these arrangements in writing. Please note:  If you are absent on the due date of a previously announced assignment, I will expect that assignment to be turned in on the day of your return.  This includes tests, presentations, projects, and papers.  You are responsible for seeking out your missing assignments.  The make-up work policy is in effect whether you inquire about missing work or not.  You are responsible for your grade.
Late Work:  Follow handbook. Zero is recorded until the work is submitted.  
 

Classroom Electronic Use Policy:

1. Electronic devices (cell phones, iPads, tablets, music players, etc.) are to remain on silent and put away during class time, unless the teacher has instructed to use them for a class activity. Failure to follow this guideline will result in confiscation of the electronic device for the remainder of the period. Continued failure to follow this guideline will result in disciplinary referral. 

2. Digital recording (audio and/or video) or photography with electronic devices may not be done without prior approval of the teacher.  ASK before taking pictures of class notes or recording any activities. Failure to do so will result in confiscation of electronic device and/or disciplinary referral.

3. Practice appropriate digital citizenship at all times when using electronic devices. For our classroom, Digital Citizenship is defined as:  "Critical thinking and ethical choices about the content and impact on oneself, others, and one's community of what one sees, says,  and produces with media, devices, and technologies.” [i]  In other words: THINK before you engage in online activities.  [i] Collier, Anne. “A Definition of Digital Citizenship.” <http://www.connectsafely.org/Commentaries-Staff/a-definition-of-digital-literacy-a-citizenship.html>

Learning Lab:

Learning Lab offers you an opportunity to receive extra help on class concepts and to make up missing assignments. Learning Lab is voluntary and is open to all students, but you may be required to attend if you are not passing the class.  To attend Learning Lab, make an appointment on the Learning Lab Calendar located by the door.  There are appointments available in the mornings and afternoons on most school days. Please sign up on the calendar with your name, class period, and the assignment/topic you plan to discuss. If appointments cramp your style, you may drop-in for help on any Wednesday afternoon from 3:45-4:45.

Class rules: All students are expected to follow the school rules as outlined in the student handbook.  Here are my classroom rules:  

· RESPECT—EVERYONE, ALWAYS!  Conduct yourself so that you and others can learn. 

· NO ID = NO ADMITTANCE!

· DON’T WASTE TIME!  Work with focus and intensity bell to bell.  Do not ask to visit other classrooms or run errands during my class.  When I give you class time to complete an assignment, use it for my assignment only.  If you do not need my class time to complete an assignment, I will move forward with other lessons in the unit.  

· BATHROOM PRIVILEGES ARE NOT A RIGHT!  You must always ask for permission to leave the classroom.  You must always record your departure and arrival on the pass.  One person at a time leaves the room.  If you abuse your privilege, you will not be allowed to leave class again.  

· MANAGE YOUR LIFE!  Arrive prepared with all assignments and materials.   Assignments are due in the bin at the beginning of class.  

· INTEGRITY COUNTS!  Some assignments are collaborative, others are not (you should know the difference).   All instances of cheating will result in an automatic zero and administrative referral.  Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the use of exact words, whole passages, whole papers, or ANY ideas that are not originally your own without giving credit to the original source. Even if you reword, omit, or change a few words, it is still plagiarism. Plagiarism is a form of cheating. ANY form of cheating in this class will result in a zero on the assignment. There will be no retakes or rewrites allowed for any assignment that receives a zero due to cheating of any kind. 

· I AM NOT A JANITOR!  No food.  No drinks without a twist-on top.  Return all materials to their appropriate location prior to bell.   Clean up after yourself.  No one leaves until the room meets my approval (platinum included).

· COMMUNICATE!  Please let me know how I can help you.  Do not wait until the end of a unit to express your confusion or misunderstanding.  Talk to me!  I am here to help you.  I am on campus from 7:45 until 4:30.  Schedule an appointment for extra help.

Emergency Procedures: evacuation procedures are posted inside the classroom on the wall to the right of the door. 
Teacher Website: you may access my personal website for school at www.hollandenglish.weebly.com 
Contact Information: please feel free to contact me at any time, but note that email is the preferred method of contact: jarret.holland@gcssk12.net. Please do not hesitate to ask questions in class or to schedule an appointment if you feel you need additional help. I am available both before and after school for tutoring, remediation, and enrichment. Please be sure to keep me informed of any circumstances which warrant special consideration: if I do not know that a situation exists, then I cannot give it the consideration it deserves.

Disclaimer: this syllabus is subject to change or amendment by the teacher.   

Dear Parent/Guardian,

Your student needs you!  Please do your best to be involved and supportive, to ask questions about what your student is learning in class, and to periodically check your student’s attendance and grades on PowerSchool. Please detach the top portion of this page and keep it for future reference. This information will help you keep up with your student’s progress in my class:  
1. Accessing Powerschool to check attendance and grades

To access PowerSchool go to the Gainesville City Schools homepage at www.gcssk12.net. You can access grades and attendance on PowerSchool from the Quick Links menu tab at the top of the page or through the following link http://www.gcssk12.net/powerschool. The login id is the student’s identification number and the password is that number followed by the letters pw (student id: 123456789/password: 123456789pw). If you do not know your student’s identification number, you can obtain that information by contacting the guidance office at GHS (770)536-4441. 
2. Accessing Mr. Holland’s teacher webpage to check daily agenda and homework
Every day I will post an agenda detailing what we have done in class and listing any homework that your student may have at the following web address https://hollandenglish.weebly.com.
3. Contacting Mr. Holland or Mrs. Gruhn
Please take a moment to note our email addresses jarret.holland@gcssk12.net  and  kendall.gruhn@gcssk12.net
I am looking forward to a great year with your student! Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or concerns throughout the semester.  

Sincerely,

Mr. Holland 
________  ________ ________ ________  ________ ________ ________  ________ ________ ________  ________  (cut here)
Syllabus Agreement: A syllabus represents an agreement between a teacher and a student (and, by extension, his or her parents/guardians). I am detailing for you my policies and procedures. You are signaling to me that you intend to abide by those policies and procedures. Students, by signing below you indicate your understand of the syllabus and your intentions of abiding by the provisions set forth therein. Parents/guardians, by signing below, you indicate that you have read and understood the policies set forth in this syllabus and that you will help your student abide by these policies.  

____________________________________
     ____________________________________

Student – print name                                                          Parent/Guardian – print name

 

____________________________________
     ____________________________________

Student Signature.                                                          Parent/Guardian signature
Preferred Contact Information

Whom should I contact if an issue should arise throughout the semester?  Fill in the requested information for two contacts:
Contact 1: ___________________________________________  Relationship ______________________________________
Cell phone: _________________________________________ Email: _____________________________________________
Daytime phone: ____________________________________  Evening phone: _______________________________________
Preferred method of contact (circle one):          email          cell          home phone          other (specify) ____________________

Contact 2: ___________________________________________  Relationship ______________________________________

Cell phone: _________________________________________ Email: _____________________________________________

Daytime phone: ____________________________________  Evening phone: _______________________________________

Preferred method of contact (circle one):          email          cell          home phone          other (specify) ____________________
